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Marine Protected Area Definition

Courtesy Jim Toomey
“Any area of the marine 
environment that has been 
reserved by Federal, State 
territorial, tribal or local 
laws or regulations to 
provide lasting protection 
for part of all of the natural 
and cultural resources 
therein.”

- Executive Order 13158



MPA Executive Order 13158

• Signed by President Clinton in May 2000
• Endorsed by President Bush in July 2001

• DOC/NOAA and Interior are Co-Leads

MPA Center Mission

• Develop and implement a scientifically based, comprehensive 
national system of MPAs representing diverse U.S. marine 
ecosystems, and the Nation’s natural and cultural resources

• Improve MPA stewardship and effectiveness



Key Activities on MPAs

• Inventory of Marine Managed Areas
• Development of National System Framework
• MPA Science and Analytical Tools
• Engaging Stakeholders
• MPA Federal Advisory Committee
• www.mpa.gov website

http://www.mpa.gov/


What We Have Now:
Marine Managed Area Inventory

Sites Established for Conservation Purposes



What is an MMA?

• Area:  have legally defined boundaries
• Marine:  be an area of ocean of coastal waters or the 

Great Lakes
• Reserved:  be established by or currently subject to site-

specific regulation
• Lasting:  provide year-to-year protection for a minimum 

of two consecutive years
• Protection:  have existing regulations that afford 

increased protection specifically to natural and/or cultural 
resources and qualities within the site



Level of Government
of US Marine Managed Areas
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Conservation Focus
of US Marine Managed Areas
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Level of Protection 
of US Marine Managed Areas
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Establishment Date
of US Marine Managed Areas
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Why A National System of MPAs?

• At least two hundred individual authorities 

• Over 1,600 sites in U.S. waters

• Countless types, purposes, and terms

• Definition and criteria vary across agencies, programs, and regions

• Lack of integration

• No framework for planned, ecologically-based connectivity to 
conserve and restore resources

• No mechanism for comprehensive planning, coordination, and 
sharing of resources across programs & levels of government



Complex Scope of U.S. MPAs:
A Mix of Programs and Terms
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Future National System of MPAs: 
A System of Systems/Network of Systems
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• Recognizes program responsibilities
• Provides mechanism for cooperation

International
MPA Networks
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• Global - 2012



The National System of MPAs

WILL
• Use the best science available

• Involve all levels of 
government and stakeholders

• Be developed over several 
years 
– Marine Managed Inventory 
– Draft Framework (2006)
– Final Framework (2007)
– Supporting Science and 

Analysis (ongoing)

WILL NOT
• Result in federalization of 

existing MPA programs

• Establish new MPAs through 
Executive Order 13158

• Require MPA programs to 
change, add or eliminate sites

• Dictate specific targets for 
percent of habitats to be 
protected

• Require extensive creation of 
no take marine reserves



Developing the National System of MPAs

Phase 1. Understanding U.S. MPAs:  2000 to the Present
– Policy and technical analysis  (ongoing)
– Inventory MMAs (ongoing)
– Classification system  (completed)

Phase 2. Collaborative Planning:  January 2005-Dec. 2007
– Develop the framework
– Establish national system partnerships with existing MPAs
– Build the science foundation
– Support collaborative, ecosystem-based planning to Identify 

regional MPA priorities and needs
– Reach out to agencies, organizations, and the public

Phase 3. Coordinated Implementation:  2008 and Beyond



Building a Scientific Foundation

• Analysis of MMA Inventory 
• Characterization 

– natural resources and habitats
– cultural resources

• Assessment of human use patterns and 
impacts

• Assessment of gaps in protection for key 
resources and habitats

• Targeted research:
– Understanding and predicting recovery 

trajectories in MPAs 
– Mapping ecological connectivity among 

habitats



Engaging the Public and Agencies

• Federal Workshop
• Federal Interagency Working Group
• MPA Federal Advisory Committee 
• State Advisory Group & 

Regional Workshops
• Regional Public Dialogues 
• Targeted stakeholder meetings
• Learning from other nations

Planning



Developing the Framework

The framework:
• Proposes national vision, goals and objectives

• Proposes criteria for identifying MPAs 

• Defines common terms 

• Process for identifying national and regional priorities

• Identifies options for governance of the system

Draft Framework available for public 
comment through Feb 14, 2007



What is an MPA? (Draft Criteria)

• Area:  have legally defined boundaries
• Marine:  be an area of ocean of coastal waters or the 

Great Lakes
• Reserved:  be established by or currently subject to site-

specific regulation
• Lasting:  established with the intent at the time 

designation to provide permanent protection
• Protection:  have existing regulations that afford 

increased protection specifically to natural and/or cultural 
resources and qualities within the site



What is an MPA? (Draft Criteria)

Additional criteria
Site or program must contribute to at least one 
national system objective
Managing agency(ies) must give approval to 
participate
Cultural resource criteria from National Register of 
Historic Places



MPAs and Fisheries Councils

• Councils establishing MPA policies
– New England (Sept 2005)
– Western Pacific (March 2004)

• Several Councils addressing MPAs as a 
tool for EFH and HAPCs

• MPA Center dialogue with Councils on 
National System of MPAs
– Briefing Council Chairs
– Council presentations to Federal 

Advisory Committee
• Fisheries sites in MMA Inventory



www.mpa.gov



Questions?

Cultural Heritage

Sustainable 
Production

Natural Heritage

Three Types of National System MPAs



MPA Federal Advisory Committee

• 30 Non-Federal Members from industry, academia, 
environmental organizations, states, territories, and tribes

• 9 Federal Ex Officio members from agencies with MPA 
interests

• Makes recommendations to Departments of Commerce and 
the Interior

• Many recommendations included in Framework.
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